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VIETNAM VETERANS DAY 
Statement by Minister for Veterans Issues 

MR P.C. TINLEY (Willagee — Minister for Veterans Issues) [12.11 pm]: I rise today to acknowledge Vietnam 
veterans across the country and specifically across Western Australia. Last Saturday marked the fifty-second 
anniversary of the Battle of Long Tan and Australia-wide commemorations for Vietnam Veterans Day. The Vietnam 
War was Australia’s longest continuous military engagement of the last century, with nearly 60 000 Australians 
serving during the decade-long conflict. I wish to acknowledge in this place not only the more than 
50  Australians who lost their lives in battle, but also all those who have lost their lives since, those still dealing 
with the emotional scars and, importantly, the partners, children and families who have travelled that journey 
with them. The Battle of Long Tan occurred on 18 August 1966. It was one of the fiercest battles Australian 
soldiers participated in during the war. In that single action, 18 young men were killed and another 24 were 
wounded. This date, long known as Long Tan Day, is now recognised as Vietnam Veterans Day. 

This year also sees the fiftieth anniversary of the Battles of Fire Support Bases Coral and Balmoral. The battles 
at Coral and Balmoral resulted in more Australian casualties than any other series of engagements, with 
26 Australians killed and 99 wounded in some of the heaviest fighting the task force ever undertook. 

Vietnam Veterans Day this year also saw the official announcement of the awarding of the Unit Citation for 
Gallantry to the Royal Australian Navy Helicopter Flight Vietnam for acts of extraordinary gallantry in action 
in South Vietnam from October 1966 to June 1971. The Unit Citation for Gallantry is the collective equivalent 
of being awarded a Victoria Cross, and I commend the unit on its receipt of this award. This Vietnam Veterans 
Day also saw the unveiling of the Long Tan Cross at the Australian War Memorial. The cross, constructed of 
steel and concrete found by the roadside, was installed three years after the battle in what was still enemy 
territory to commemorate the 18 men who died. They expected the Vietcong would destroy it within days; 
however, it survived the war and has travelled back and forth between Vietnam and Australia post-war, and 
now has a permanent display, and home, at the Australian War Memorial in Canberra. 

Forty-six years after the end of hostilities, we honour all those who served in Vietnam and pay our respects to 
those who paid the ultimate price and their families. 

Lest we forget. 
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